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Over the past thirty years, the evolution of technology with rapid developments has changed our workplace, schools, colleges and society. It is hard to believe that as late as the 1980’s, the overhead projector was considered a progressive teaching tool. Every classroom was not equipped with ‘the latest’ tool. Today, not only are projectors standard in most classrooms, but in most colleges teachers can access computer laboratories. Only thirty years ago, we would have thought this as an impossible luxury. If we have seen these kinds of changes in the last three decades, what will the next three bring? How long will it be before every student has a laptop? Will every college have a wireless access as a standard across the campus? Along with changes in tools available for teachers, comes the challenge of learning how to integrate new technology into our teaching methods. Teachers of English have been so far unable to take the opportunities of existing and emerging technologies to a degree corresponding to their potential benefits. As educators, we must not only react to this change but be pro-active in order to prepare our students for the emerging knowledge based work-force and the challenges of a global economy. As teachers, we should believe that this requires the active use of new technology tools which can help to capture and sustain attention of a class. These also make teaching materials more engaging and effective. Use of effective audio-visual aids reduces monotony and helps teachers impart training with a learner-centric approach. This will ultimately, lead to collaborative learning which would motivate the learners to learn.
As technology advances, the role of the teachers to deliver and facilitate learning for their expectant ‘techno savvy’ students is to be in sync with existing and emerging technologies. Language teaching has utilized the technologies of the day from the slate to the paper and pencil, to tapes, to slides, to videos, etc. Beginning with the 1960s and the Grammar Translation method; technology-based teaching has gone through the audio-lingual movement; into emerging use of tape recorders, video tapes and up through the state-of-the-art Digital Language Laboratory (DLL). The use of DLL facilitates the process of learning a language to a great extent……………………………….
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